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over a new wage scale introduced in the Homestead
mills. The strike began on June 29, 1892, and
local authority at once succumbed to the strikers.
In anticipation of this eventuality the company
had arranged to have three hundred Pinkerton
men act as guards. They arrived in Pittsburgh
during the night of the 5th of July and embarked
on barges which were towed up the river to Home-
stead. As they approached, the strikers turned
out to meet them, and an engagement ensued in
which men were killed or wounded on both sides
and the Pinkerton men were defeated and driven
away. For a short time the strikers were in com-
plete possession of the town and of the company's
property. They preserved order fairly well but
kept a strict watch that no strike breakers should
approach or attempt to resume work. The gov-
ernment of Pennsylvania was for a time completely
superseded in that region by the power of the
Amalgamated Association, until a large force of
troops entered Homestead on the 12th of July
and remained in possession of the place for several
months. The contest between the strikers and
the company caused great excitement throughout
the country, and a foreign anarchist from New
York attempted to assassinate Mr. Frick, the